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The Appointment of a Commissary by the Metropolitan of the 
Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon to have pastoral oversight of 
those Anglicans in the Nandyal area in South India who elect to 
remain members of the Anglic an Communion has opened the way 
for the use of the S.P.G. General Fund for their support, and the 
Standing Committee has already offered a substantial measure 
of financial aid. The priest appointed to act as the Metropolitan's 
Commissary is the Rev. Emani Sambayya, who has been on the 
‘staff of Bishop's College, Calcutta, and was a member of the Com- 
mission which made enquiry into the claims of the Orthodox 
Telugu Christian Union. He has an exceedingly difficult task to 
perform and will need the support of many pravers that he may 
have the grace required to relieve a strained and tense situation. 


Support for Loyal Anglicans in South India can now therefore 
..be sent to $.P.G., and special contnbutiong for this purpose will, 
the Secretary of the Society has informed us, © be entirely proper 
and welcome.” We are very glad to make this announcement, 
and we trust that all who have been grateful for the definite stand 
made by the Society at home and by the Orthodox Telugu 
Christian Union in South India for loy alty to the principles of 
the Church will give concrete expression to their thankfulness by 
sending a gift to the Society for the support of these faithful 
Indian members of the Church. Quite apart from S.P.G., whose 
organization has loyally carried out the instructions. ‘of the 


Standing Committee, a great deal of publicity and propaganda 
has been accorded to those who have left the Anglican Com- 
munion to join the new Church of South India, but the faithful 
Anglicans who have refused to leave their Church have been 
ignored and slighted. Now is the time and here is the opportunity 
for us to give practical expression to our admiration of their 
stedfastness and loyalty. Earmark your special gift for the 


Orthodox Telugu Christians, and send your ordinary contribu- 


tion to the General Fund of S.P,G. 


The Proposals for Church Union in North India about which we 
wrote last month have been commented on by an Indian Presby- 
terian, Dr. A. Ralla Ram, Moderator of the United Church of 
Northern India. He “ declares”, says the Church Times of 
December 19, 1947, “‘ that in a united Church for North India 
the ministry would be ‘ completely unified ’ from the start, and 
that the two ‘ types’ of episcopacy (according to the Anglican 
and the Methodist tradition) would be * blended into one type of 
episcopacy ’. In its concluding paragraph the Church Times 
says that “ Dr. Ram is careful to explain that the words ‘ fuller 
exercise of Christ’s ministry’ and ‘wider and more effectual 
service’ make it clear, without shadow of doubt, that ‘no 
ordination de novo’ is implied. The intention that they express 
is that the ministries whickghave been truly blessed of God in 
separated sections of the Chlirch may be richer, fuller and more 
effectual in the united Church.” 

The plea for caution, made in our correspondent’s comments 
last month, is evidently not unnecessary. 


The Agenda of the Lambeth Conference to be held from July 1 
to August 8, 1948, under the general heading “* God in His World 


and in His Church,” includes “ The Unity of the Church—(a). 


The Nature and Mission of the Church. (6) Anglican Relations 
with other Churches: (i) Episcopal; (ii) Non-Episcopal ; (iii) 
The Church of South India. (c) The Oecumenical Movement.” 
We must pray that in these and in all the deliberations of the 
Conference the bishops may be directed by the Holy Spirit to 
right conclusions for the glory of God and the good of His Church. 

The first conference was held in 1867 and: was attended by 
76 bishops; the last in 1930 when 307 bishops were present. 
The reports and resolutions of such a body cannot but have weight 
and influence, but it must be remembered that they are, as the 
Scottish Episcopal Synod called them in its recent statement 
on the Church of South India, “ opinions and recommendations 
of the assembled bishops’’: they have no canonical or binding 
authority. 
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The Philippine Independent Church has approached the House of 
Bishops of-the American Episcopal Church asking for the gift 
of the Apostolic Succession with a view-to intercommunion and 
eventual complete union between the two bodies. A note on this 
application of the Philippine Independent Church, which was 
granted, will be found on page 184." This appears to us to be a 
step towards the real unity of the Church which we are most 
happy to record. 

‘ The Philippine Independent Church,” says The Living Church 
of November 2, 1947, “ separated from Rome in 1902, after the 
Philippines had been freed from the Spanish yoke and started on 
the path toward independence. The Church had, and has, a 
number of priests in Roman orders; but it was unable to pre- 
serve the apostolic succession, and the first Bishop, Msgr. Aglipay, 
was consecrated by a group of twelve presbyters. The Church 


early came under Unitarian influence through William Howard ~~ 


Taft, and it was therefore under a cloud in its approaches to 
Anglican, Old Catholic, and Orthodox bishops during the early 
years of this century. ‘However, it is asserted by those in close 
contact with the Philippine Independent Church that, although 
Unitarians were for a time influential in its high councils, at no 
time did more than five percent of its membership depart from 
the Nicene Faith.” 


* * * * 


A Letter to the Faithful has been issued by bishops of the 
American Church with missionary sees in Latin America, and of 
our own Province of the West Indies. The bishops, they were 
eleven in all, met’ in conference at Puerto Rico in October last 
year. The conference, the second of its kind, opened with a quiet 
day, followed by three days of study and discussion. The letter 
affirms the catholicity of the Anglican Communion, and speaks 


of the four notes of the Church, of the schisms which have broken 


her unity, and of the healing of her divisions. The letter is too 
long to print in full, but we give some extracts on page 185. 


Our Travelling Secretary has the following engagements during 
the next few weeks : 
February 22nd. Newport Pagnell : Preach. 
23rd. Newport Pagnell: Meeting. : 
29th. Leicester: Preach, St. Paul's, a.m.; St. Mary 
.. de Castro, p.m. 
March 2nd. Leicester: Meeting at Church House. 
11th. Margate: Meeting. 
14th. Watchet: Preach. 
To arrange for meetings and sermons please write direct to the 
Rev. H. Howard, 14 Magdalen Road, Oxford. 
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THE PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENT CHURCH 


THE DECLARATION OF FAITH 


In a letter, dated August 9, 1947, the Supreme Council of 
Bishops and the General Assembly of the Church “ prayerfully 
petitioned ’’ the American Episcopal Church for the gift of the 
Apostolic Succession, and enclosed a copy of the Articles of Faith, 
Articles of Religion, Constitutions,and Canons, proclaimed as 
their official doctrines and law. 


The Declaration of Faith is printed in full by The Living Church, 
and is the subject of editorial comment, as follows: 


“The Declaration of Faith and Articles of Religion speak for 
themselves. They unequivocally adhere to the orthodox Trini- 
tarianism of our own Thirty-Nine Articles. They defer to the 
authority of the General Councils of the undivided Church. 
. While they do not attempt to be a systematic exposition of the 

Christian Faith any more than our own Thirty-Nine Articles do, 
they cover in simple, straightforward language all the points on 
which our Church particularly needs to be satisfied: " 


“Bishop Binsted, who has been in close contact with the 
Independent Church, is ready to vouch for its sincere adherence 
to these standards and to recommend the acceptance of its 
petition. Any concern about basic Christian doctrines not covered 
in the Articles is mitigated by the announced desire of the 
Philippine Independent Church to use the Book of Common 
Prayer.’ 

, ACCEPTANCE OF THE PETITION 


The petition, reports The Living Church of November 16, was 
considered by the American House. of Bishops at their meeting 
held in Winston-Salem, N.C., from November 4 to 7, when 106 
out of the 154 Bishops of the American Church were present. 
Bishop Binsted of the Philippines presented the petition, and gave 
an outline of the history of the Philippine Independent Church, 
and in reply to questions gave further information, including 
the fact that the Church has one million communicants and two 
million baptized members. After several speeches had been 
made, the matter was referred to a committee which later-re- 
ported back, and its resolution, ** that we grant the request of the 
Philippine Independent Church, for (1) ordination,‘(2) consecra- - 
tion of their bishops, (3) preparation of their candidates for 
Holy Orders, and (4) such other help as has been indicated by 
* Bishop Binsted,’’ was adopted with only one dissentient. 
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LETTER THE FAITHFUL 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Sov, and of the-Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

To the Faithful in Christ Jesus : We, Bishops of the One, Holy, 

Catholic, and ag om ae Church of Christ, in conference assembled, 


greet you in the Lord. . 
I 


The Church of our Lord Jesus Christ is One, Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic. These notes of the Church-are real and true, 
because the Church is the indestructible Body of Christ. None 
of these notes is obvious, because the Church Militant here in 
earth is composed of fallible, weak, and sinful men. 

(a) The Church is One—because God is One and Indivisible ; 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world, conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, God and Man, isOne. He created 
His Church to be His Body, to continue His Incarnate life on 
earth and to continue His work of Salvation. His Body is one 
Body, indwelt by the one Holy Spirit. The unity of the Church 
is thus real, but not obvious. Many C hristians, of different names, 
sometimes working against each other ‘and‘eyen accusing one 
another of falsehood, intensify division. Wé must, therefore, 
continually offer our Saviour’s prayer: ‘ TKat they all may be 
one, as Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thée; that they may be 
one in Us, and that the world may know that Thou didst send Me.” 
Even if all Christians do not as yet agree on our Lord's teaching, 
we ought conscientiously to work together for the welfare of 
God’s children in all the corporal and in many of the spiritual 
works of mercy. As we work together for Him and with Him, 
we shall come to know each otherat our several bests and so love 
one another in Him and for Him. 

(6) The Church is Holy—for it is the Body of the Holy Son of 
God, living by the life of the Holy Spirit. . . . Yet, holiness is no 
more obvious than the oneness of the Church, for although there 
are many saints in the Church in every age, there are countless 
sinners. . .. When the holiness. of the Church is made obvious by 
us, then and only then will the unity of the Church be obvious. 
We become holy only by being united to the Holy Saviour; we 
can only become one by being united to Him. The wounds in 
the Body of Christ, the Church, cannot be healed by controversy 
or by compromise. These strips of adhesive tape cannot heal the 
wounds. They must be eleansed by the Precious Blood of Jesus, 
which cleanseth us from all sin. 

(c) The Church is Catholic—for it is the Body of the Saviour of 
the whole world, . . . because it teaches all the truth revealed by 
our Saviour. . 

(d) The Church is Apostolic—for as the Body of Christ it is 
sent in the power of the Holy Spirit, even as the Father sent the 


Son. 
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. . The schisms, however, remain. The Church, the Body of | 
Christ, ought to be one in faith and practice. This ‘is the will — : 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Church is divided and faces a t6fn | 
and distracted world. Schism is a sin, and ‘it is very old. Its 
causes are many and have their roots deep in the history of the 
past, and involve large questions of history and theology. . . . 
Ecclesia Anglicana is not a new Church.... In England no 
new Church was formed. There was a return to primitive practice 
in faith and order. The creeds of Christendom, the Catholic 
sacraments, and the Apostolic Ministry were retained unbroken. 

. Pronouncements of individuals, whether bishops, priests, or 
laymen, no more commit the Church than did the pronouncement - 
of Pope Honorius for which ed was condemned as a heretic by 

the 6th General Council, . . the pronouncement of Pope 
Eugenius IV on Holy yar hin he affirmed that the essence 
of valid ordination consisted in the giving of the chalice and paten 
to the ordinand (porrectio instrumentorum)—a very late custom 
in the rite of ordination. If his pronouncement had been judged 
true, ordinations everywhere are invalid, including his own. . . . 


Schism in the Church has in the course of time led to misplaced r 
emphasis in matters of theology, and the true balance has beén 
upset. This is ee! so in the theology of the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. . 


We have said so cial on the sin of schism, for it is schism — 
which confuses Christian people. For the healing of schism, the 
first requirement is repentance by all for past sin, and the recogni- 
tion of four fundamental principles which must mark the visible 
unity of the Church: (a) The Holy Scriptures.as the final court 
of appeal in matters of faith, (b) the Catholic Creed of Nicea as 

__.a sufficient statement of ‘the faith, (c) the historic Sacraments 
as the Church has received them, and (d) the Apostolic Ministry 
of bishops, priests, and deacons, transmitted through the Historic 
Episcopate. The Anglican Communion is in an unique position 
to mediate between conflicting claims, whether from the side of 
the Roman Catholic Church which affirms that only the pope has 
plenary power and from him all authority and jurisdiction is 
derived, or from the side of the Protestants who affirm that 
authority is from the Holy Spirit alone through the congregation. 
Full communion has been achieved between the “Anglican Com- 
munion and tige Old Catholics in Europe and America, and with 
the Holy Orthodox Churches of the East progress towards 

s organic unity is well advanced. 


Concluded on foot of page 187. 
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LAMBETH AND UNITY i 


This‘is the title of a book by the Rev. L. A. Haselmayer, Ph.D., 
published in America by the Morehouse-Gorham Company, of 
which a limited number of copies is being sent to this country for 
publication by the Dacre Press. It is an important and illumi- 
nating study of the problem which confronts the Anglican Com- 
munion to-day in the widespread movement for Church unity. 

“ The task before us to-day,” writes the author, “is this: - , 
make certain the principles upon which unity can be found ; 

declare the Faith and Order to be contained in the formularies of 
the Anglican Communion to which that Communion is officially 
bound ; to insist that the declared Faith and Order of the Church 
is in accord with sound historical and theological scholarship. 
This study has been prepared to provide illumination on all of 
these points in the hope that it may serve to keep the faith once 
delivered to the Saints—taught by the Catholic fathers of the 
primitive Church, and maintained by successive generations of 
Anglicanism—the vital and dynamic basis of all unity discussions.”’ 


Dr. Haselmayer points out the serious and disastrous deteriora-. . 


tion in the interpretation of the so-called Lambeth Quadrilateral 
since it first made its appearance at the General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church in U.S.A. held at Chicago in 1886. He examines 
carefully the formularies of the Church of England and their 
relation to the Constitutions of the various Provinces of the 
Anglican Communion, and declares that the bond of Anglican 
union is everywhere based on its continuity with the Catholic 
Faith found in the Scriptures, held by the primitive Church, 
summed up in the Creeds, and affirmed by the undisputed General 
Councils; and he adds that this is specifically contained in 
Anglican doctrinal formularies.~ The book iS an extremely 
valuable and timely contribution to the immediate. problems 
with which the Lambeth Conference will be faced when it con- 
siders the subject of Church and Unity. . 


Concluded from page 186. 


We therefore call upon all our brethren in Christ to recognize 
that true unity is the gift of Christ to His Church, which we can — 
only receive as we become holy. The Church was known as Holy 
Church before it was called One Church. In our distracted world, 
peace is desired above all things. Peace, however, is the fruit of 
righteousness, justice and truth between nations, races, classes, 
ideologies, as well as Christians. Righteousness is the fruit of 
holiness. The only united nations will be the nations united in 


Christ our Lord. 
We commend you to God and to the power of His Grace. . 
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REVIEW 


Dr. Sparrow Simpson’ s latest pamphlet, ‘‘ Some Chief Obstruc- 
tions to Christian Unity "’ (Faith Press. 1/6), will be welcomed 
by all our readers. With his accustomed accuracy and clarity 
he sets forth the essential matters on which Anglican and Free 
Churchmen differ, under the Lambeth heads of the Church, the 
Bible, the Creed, and the Ministry. 


The Catholic conception of the visible Church as a Divine 
Creation is contrasted with thé contrary conception that it, is 
but of human construction, these v iews being mutually exclusive. 

‘‘ How is it possible,” he asks, * to create a solid unity on the 
basis of a contradiction, or to unite without agreement on the 


~ nature of the Institution with which we are uniting ? ” 


Another great obstruction to unity is the conception that the 
Bible is * given’ and its interpreter is (not the Church but) the 
indiv idual believer who is under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

* Between these two conceptions the relation of the C hurch to the 
Scriptures holds a contrary position. In the former the Church 


has a distinet authority, ithe latter it has not.” 


Again the Catholic conception of a Creed as the corporate” 
summary of the Church's Faith is opposed to that of a man-made 


formula. 

Lastly, there are. the irreconcilable conceptions about. the 
Ministry, namely, that it originates in the action of Christ and 
His commission to the Apostles, as against the other, that it 
originates in the authority of the Christian congregation. The 
pamphlet concludes: “ To this very day the Priesthood of the 
Ministry is accepted in all the ancient communions on the earth, 
and in the overwhelming majority of the Christian world. The 
conclusion which seems to many among us most difficult to avoid 
is this: if the general consent of the Church of the centuries is a 
total misconception about the Ministry which the Lord Christ 
intended His Church to possess, then we can have no solid assur- 
ance whatever concerning the effective guidance of the Spirit.” 


This is a wise word to those who claim (it seems to us so lightly) 


_ the guidance of the Holy Spirit to overthrow the age-long Faith 


and Order once and for all committed to us. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 
numbers of Faith and Unity are available and can be had from 


the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. 
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